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foodpreneur

where food dreams grow.



https://www.foodpreneurlab.com/
https://www.instagram.com/foodpreneurlab?igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCZiq5Gapjc6P_tc2ok-UPuw

Greetings!

Janice Bartley, the founder and executive director of Foodpreneur Lab, a not-for-profit
Black female-owned charity aimed towards the success and diversification of the food

space in Toronto, is a champion of DEI (Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion).

Janice, a well-seasoned veteran in entrepreneurship commands her space with over 30+
years of experience in the food sector. Owning and amplifying black voices and
communal accessibility to less-resourced regions, Janice takes ample pride in her

community which has not gone unnoticed by its members.

“The ethnic food market (which | prefer to refer to as a cultural food market) abounds
with opportunities because it’s tied in with our immigration policy. Many people may not
recognize that. Food is one of the easiest gateways into employment or the labour
market. If you bring the skill sets you already have and don’t have to worry too much
about the language barriers per se, you get to dive right in with products and skill sets

with which you're familiar.

When we look at that market, the projected market today is $48 billion. Globally, that
market is expected to grow to $98 billion by 2029” Janice says.




About Us

¢ Non-Profit
¢ Launched in 2019

® Qur Location
Toronto, ON
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The RC Show Press Release

A dedi d space sh ing innovative Black entrepreneurs via the Black
Experience Pavilion is launching in 2024 at the Restaurants Canada Show.

TORONTO - Two powerful Black-owned social impact brands, Foodpreneur Lab and
The Re-Seasoning Coalition, have joined forces to launch the first-ever Black
Experience Pavilion, powered by KraftHeinz Canada at the 2024 Restaurants Canada
Show April 8-10 at the
Enerare Centre in Toronto. The dedicated 40x20’ space on the tradeshow floor
addresses industry-wide diversity and inclusion shortfalls with multi-pronged
solutions at Canada’s largest food service conference.
“Though it seems like diversity, equity, and inclusion are no longer top of mind, the
systemic issues that sparked the social justice protests of 2020 still exist,” notes Elle
Asiedu, Co-founder and Executive Director of The Re-Seasoning Coalition. “With
that in mind, we’ve specifically developed the Black Experience Pavilion to provide
several solutions to restaurant owners and corporate employees looking to level up
their equity and anti-racism commitments or understand how they can create more
equitable environments for their teams.”
The 20,000+ attendees will be able to browse the pavilion featuring Black farmers
and 15+ Black Foodpreneurlab alum entrepreneurs, including HealX Foods, creators
of home and restaurant-ready cauliflower fries; A Cookie Called Quest, makers of
hip-hop-inspired decadent vegan cookies; and One More Cocoa, a boutique

latier recently d Oprah’s Favorite Things to name a few. On April 9th, the
space will double as an afternoon networking area, connecting Black job seekers
with food service and restaurant brands looking to and
innovation through a diversified talent pipeline. “Over the last flve years, I've often
been asked why Black product developers only know how to make hot sauces and
marinades,” says Foodpreneur Lab founder Janice Bartley. “The sad reality is that
innovation is at the heart of Black cultures worldwide, but grocery buyers and
distributors seem to be content with having a limited understanding of what’s
marketable or valuable from Black creators. This myopic view has got to stop |f
manufacturers want to reap the benefits of changing tastes.” g
to showcase more immersive experiences and impactful Black-owned brands,
attendees will be encouraged to peruse a marketplace of consumer packaged goods,
sample an array of snacks, condiments, and side dishes at the demo kitchen, and
learn more about infusing DEI in their menus and operations at co-host booths. The
Black Experience Pavilion will be open to all attendees of the Restaurants Canada
Show from April 8th to 10th, 2024, at the Enercare Centre. To register for a multi-
day pass, visit: www.rcshow.com
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One More Cocoa
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Black excellence shines at Restaurants Canada
Show

o

Black Dollar Magazine

featured Foodpreneur Lab
at the RC Show
April 2024
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Young, skilled and ready to
innovate, Black farmers are
taking on Canada’s
agricultural challenges

With Canada facing a looming disaster of having too few farmers as existing
operators retire, some see young, racialized farmers as key to feeding Canadians into
the future

TAKARA SMALL
THE GLOBE AND MAIL
PUBLISHED MARCH 14, 2024
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Cheyvenne Sundance is part of a growi

class of Black farmers who are hoping to

help teach Canadians about agriculture and change what people assume a farmer

looks like.

She's doing her part through her farm called Sundance Harvest, which she launched

in 2019, The business is actually more remini

nt of a hip tech startup in its early

years it anything. The farm relies on asmall team of eager voung people for

operations. It has unusual work hours, uses social media and, just like techpreneurs,

it’s beholden to a fickle marketplace, For instance, the uncharacteristic warming and
freezing this winter makes her work trickier than a regular office job, but worth it,

Ms. Sundance says.

etables on land located at Woodbine Racetrack in Toronto, as well as

in Bolton, Ont., and Guelph. She also provides space for community me

grow and harvest their own produce, a profound move during a cost-of-living

in which the price of food has skyrocketed,

Sundance Har

st with little money and no connections. And, despite the challenges,
she is finally making a profit,

“Being young, being a woman, I've gotten my fair share of, you know, harassment
and discrimination, but [ feel like [ really wanted this to happen and now, look at us,

vou know, we're growing

Ms. Sundance's success and personal ethos on diversity inspired her to launch a non-
profit program on-site that teaches farming basics - from how 1o fix a tractor to
caring for bees  as well as providing mentorship to marginalized groups, [U's a

program that she wishes had existed when she was starting out, and one that could

be part of the solution to a looming disaster that Canada faces: too few farmers.

She's not wrong. Currently, Black people make up only 4.9 per cent of racialized
farm operators in the country, according to 2021 data from Statistics Canada, the

latest available, Black farmers fall significantly behind other ethnic groups.

Meanwhile, the same report found that racialized farm operators who hold a
bachelor's degree — or higher — make up more than double the number of non-

racialized farmers,

Additionally, Black farmers tend to operate smaller farms, which are more

vulnerable to climate change, supply chain issues and price hikes for

tial goods.

e 1 know for many new Black farmers is access and capital,” Ms.

Sundance says, “Because really, who has access to intergenerational wealth and lots

of land? Usually not most Black people.”

Ms. Sundance launched her farm, Sundance Harvest, in 2019, Using a business model reminiscent of a hip

tech startup in its early years, the farm relies on social media and a small team of eager young people for

operations.

IAN WILLMS/THE GLOBE AND MAIL

Globe & Mail

featured Foodpreneur Lab's

Africulture Study

March 2024
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Janice Bartley/FoodpreneurLab
in Elle Gourmet
Spring/Summer 2023 issue
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Janice Bartley
= on The Social

of experience, Janice Bartley is the founder and
executive director of the non-profit Foodpreneur
Lab. Throughout her career, she’s made it her
Foodism 40: Champions of personal mission to level the playing field and open
DEI doors for aspiring and established food
R T e p— entrepreneurs in underserved communities.
passionate professionals in the hospitality industry Bartley founded Foodpreneur Lab in 2019 to tackle

who put advancing diversity, equity and inclusion at

systemic barriers and create access for people who
the forefront of everything they do. Y PEap

have historically been prevented from fully
)} - - participating in the food sector. Through the Black
Ecosystem Fund, her project has supported and
provided opportunities for 200 Black food
entrepreneurs over four years. Bartley's
Janice Bartley Foodpreneur Lab is the only Canadian Black
Foodism 40: Champions of DEI woman-founded and led non-profit with a national
2023 mandate to advance racial and gender equity in the
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Janice Bartley
on Breakfast Television

,)
Restaurants
’?//ft Canada

The voice of foodservice | La voix des services alimentaires

Restaurants Canada
Awards of Excellence
innovations Award Winner
April 2023

MENU

Janice Bartley
in Menu Magazine
Feburary 2023

network

*

This Black-Led Initiative
Breaks Down Barriers for
BIPOC Food Entrepreneurs
FoodNetwork.ca
April 2022

IT'S ALL ABOUT THE COLLAB
4 N

¢ CURIOCITY

High Tea Experience
with Foodpreneur Lab
Curosity.com
March 2023

T “ I noticed
* that men tend to use
“ the word “legacy,”
but women want to
" giveback in ways
= of purpos

JUNETEENTH BLOCK PARTY TO SUPPORT BLACK FOOD
ENTREPRENEURS
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WINS

e The 30th annual Canadian Grand Prix New
Products Awarded Patreats - Infus’d Fruit
Gourmet Spread a win under the New
Product Category under’ Food’ for 2023.
(Amongst some very big names like Metro &
Longo’s)

e One More Cocoa on Oprah’s Favourite Things
List - Food Gifts 2023

e Eight Coffee & Honey Soul opened a cafe at
Billy Bishop Airport in the fall of 2023
“Cornbread Cafe”.

e Nah Joke Gourmet Pepper Sauce is a winner
of the 2024 Canadian Choice Awards

e Yawdi’s is now selling products on major
grocery store shelves

e Eight50Coffee for sale at Sobeys as of
August of 2023

J | - CANADIAN CHOICE 30™ ANNUAL RETAIL COUNCIL OF CANADA
\ d ﬁCANAEﬂAN GRAND PRIX
AWARD NEW PRODUCT AWARDS
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BLACK-OWNED NON-PROFIT FOODPRENEUR

LAB, DISRUPTS THE FOOD ECOSYSTEM WITH

FREE ACCESS TO THEIR SUPPORT PATHS FOR
BLACK FOOD ENTREPRENEURS

TORONTO - Monday, February 7th, 2022. Foodpreneur Lab is a Black
woman-founded and led Canadian non-profit, that is disrupting the
food ecosystem by addressing systemic barriers. Their Advisor-Led
Start and Scale Support Paths provide free access for Black food
entrepreneurs to focus on their unique business goals. With 50
participants already enrolled with Foodpreneur Lab since their first
cohort launch in November 2021, applications for cohort two are now
open on www.foodpreneurlab.com until February 28th, 2022 at 11:59
pm ET. The Government of Canada funds this project through the
Federal Economic Development Agency for Southern Ontario.
Applicants from Ottawa, Hamilton, Halton, Niagara, Simcoe,
Wellington, Frontenac, Dufferin, Prescott and Russell, Stormont,
Renfrew, Lanark, Leeds & Grenville, Dundas & Glengarry will be given
priority. Applicants from the Greater Toronto Area will also be
accepted.

Founded in 2019 Foodpreneur Lab is made up of diverse
entrepreneurs and experts in the food sector. The team is led by
Janice Bartley, who uses her 30 years of experience in food and
entrepreneurship to open doors that have historically been closed to
underserved communities.

‘It is through food that communities connect and foster a sense of
belonging,” says Bartley. ‘We believe that shared experiences
provided by our support paths will help Black food entrepreneurs
thrive and conduct business that honours their unique lens.’



http://www.foodpreneurlab.com/

Their 9-month Advisor-Led Start and Scale Support Paths include
one-on-one individualized support, hands-on experience in
commercial production space, and time to complete the required
certifications to operate (Food Handlers’, HACCP, etc.). The result will
be that by December 2024, 200 Black food entrepreneurs will have
received the support and knowledge needed to successfully run their
businesses. While the project has a focus on Ontario, they have a
strong national mandate to improve support for food entrepreneurs
at every touchpoint.

‘The network, the experience, and the results have all been amazing,’
says Start Support Path participant Robert Robinson of Robinson
Sauces. ‘It’s helped me understand and map out success for my
business and connecting me with the right people.’

Information sessions for this project will be held in English Monday,
February 7th at 7 pm ET & in French Monday, February 14th at 7 pm
ET. Registration for both sessions are available at
www.foodpreneurlab.com

About Foopreneur Lab

Established in 2019, Foodpreneur Lab is the only Canadian Black-woman
founded and led nonprofit with a fierce national mandate to advance racial
and gender equity in the food sector. Its mission is to level the playing field
for underserved communities and forge Paths where Black foodpreneurs can
leverage their cultural insight and lived experiences in food product
innovation. We don’t want to just break beyond the grocery store’s ‘ethnic
food aisle’, we want to celebrate new food products that connect with a
community’s sense of belonging.

Find out more at foodpreneurlab.com.
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Janice Bartley
on CityNews
April 2024

Globe & Mail
featured Foodpreneur Lab's

Africulture Study
March 2024

BLACK
DOLLAR

MAGAZINE

Foodpreneur Lab
in Black Dollar Magazine

April 2024
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Janice Bartley Janice Bartley
on CHCH on CHCH Morning Live
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Janice Bartley Janice Bartley
in Cuisine Noir Mag_ on Am640Toronto

March 2024 April 2024
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CANADIAN WOMEN'S
CHAMBER 9F COMMERCE

Janice Bartley
Candian Women of Chambers
Member Spotlight
March 2023
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Janice Bartley
on She Ventures Podcast
March 2023

breakfast
television

Janice Bartley
on Breakfast Television
February 2023

C

CANADA’S
PODCAST

Janice Bartley
on Canada's Podcast
March 2022

Janice Bartley/FoodpreneurLab

in NowToronto.com
February 2023

Janice Bartley
on The Tonic Radio
February 2023
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Janice Bartley Of
Foodpreneur Lab: Five
Things | Wish Someone
Told Me Before | Became A
CEO

Janice Bartley_
in Authority Magazine
July 2022
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